
The Greatest Story Ever Told, part 1
The Beginning of the Story

Genesis 1-2

1. According to Genesis chapter 1 what method did God use to
create the universe and everything in it?
2. The creation of the world tells us things about God. What can
you learn about what God is like from Genesis chapter 1? Try to list
at least 10 characteristics of God that are revealed in this first part of
the Bible.

Example: God is eternal (verse 1). God is infinitely intelligent (verse
1).

3. What expression is repeated in chapter one? What is the
significance of this?
4. How is the creation of people the same or different from the rest
of God’s creation? In what way are people special or unique according
to the Bible?
5. What was the very first thing God did for people after he created
them? What is the relationship between this and what he asks the
man and the woman to do?
6. Chapter 2 verse 2 says that God finished the work that he was
doing and rested? Do you think God was tired? Why did he rest?
7. What does the creation account in Chapter 2 add to chapter 1?
8. How did God provide for people?
9. What restriction did he place on the people? Why?
10. What can you learn about God’s purpose for people in this
chapter?
11. What can you learn about God’s purpose for marriage in this
chapter?
12. How could knowing God as a Creator help us to answer the
question of the purpose of life?
13. If God is so great and powerful how is it possible to get to know
Him?
14. What questions do these 2 chapters raise about God? About the
purpose of life? About marriage?



The Story Turns Sad
Part 2 of the Greatest Story Ever Told – The Bible

Genesis 3-4
1. What method(s) did the Serpent (Satan0 use to tempt the woman to eat the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil?
2. Did the woman know what God had said? Why should she have trusted what God
said instead of what Satan said?
3. Why did the woman choose to eat the fruit God said not to? Why did the man eat it?
How did they show a lack of “faith?”
4. What 2 immediate consequences occurred after this act of disobedience (see verses
7-8)? How did the people react/deal with these consequences?
5. How did the people show a failure to take responsibility for their choice?
6. What were the long term consequences for the man and woman aas a result of their
act of disobedience? (hint: there are at least 4)
7. How does the failure to follow God’s way affect the man and woman’s relationship
with:

· God
· Each other
· Nature

8. Read Genesis 3:15 again. Does it make sense grammatically? Where did the “he”
come from? What will the “he” do? How can we know who the “he” is?
9. What is the significance of God making clothing from animal skins?
10. Why were the people not allowed to stay in the garden?
11. How does chapter 4 relate to chapter 3? How is what happens in chapter
4 related to what happened in chapter 3?
12. Review the story of Cain and Abel. Why did God accept Abel’s offering
and not Cain’s? How can we be sure that Cain knew what offering to bring? How did
able demonstrate faith? What is the opposite of faith (as seen in the life of Cain)?
13. Why didn’t God destroy the serpent immediately? Why didn’t God
destroy Adam and Eve and begin all over again?
14. If God know Adam and Eve would sin why did he make them in the first
place?
15. ** If sin is independence of God which results in separation from God,
broken human relationships, and hard work, would you say that you can see the results of
sin in your own life? What does that mean you are? What does that mean about all of
us?
16. ** What hope is there in this story for “sinners?”
17. ** How are you like Adam and Eve?
18. ** Do you think it is difficult or easy to have faith in God.
What questions do you have?



The Greatest Story Ever Told, part 3:
Judgment – Noah and the Great Flood

Genesis 6-9

1. Why did God decide to send a flood on the earth?
2. Do you think it is good for God to punish evil? How long should God wait before
punishing evil? How long did God wait for Noah to build the Ark before sending the
flood? How can we know the people were warned about what was coming? (You can
also see 1 Peter 2:5 if you have difficulty with answering this one)
3. How was the ark a message to the people of that day to change? Did they change?
Could they have changed? What would have happened if they changed? How do we
know?
4. Read Hebrews 11:7. How was Noah’s faith demonstrated? Why did his faith
“condemn the world?” How is faith related to “things not yet seen?” What does it mean
that he was righteous by faith? Why do you think Noah had faith?
5. Genesis 6-9 describes how Noah and his family were saved form the flood
(judgment). Describe the steps of his “salvation.” How could these steps help us today
to understand how a person can experience God’s salvation? How is the ark a picture of
future salvation that God would provide?
6. This event (the flood) is a mini-picture of a final judgment on the earth. In the
Matthew 24 (in the Bible) Jesus describes the final events before a final judgment on the
earth. Read Matthew 24:36-39. In what ways is God’s judgment slow? In what ways is
God’s judgment fast? Do you think we are in the days of Noah?
7. What is the significance of Noah offering an animal sacrifice as described in Genesis
8:20?
8. In Genesis 9:8-17 a covenant between God and Noah is described. What is a
covenant? How is it different from a contract? What can we learn about God from his
willingness to make a covenant with Noah? Why is this an important aspect of knowing
God? What are terms of the covenant? What is the sign of the covenant? What is the
hope of the covenant?
9. What can we learn from this story about:

· God
· People
· The way of Salvation
· Hope for the Future

10. What questions do you have?



The Greatest Story Ever Told, part 4:
The Plan to Bless All Nations

Genesis 11-12

Genesis 11:1-8

1. What were the two goals of building the tower? What is wrong with these two
goals?
2. Is it wrong to want to be famous? Is it wrong to settle in one place?
3. What did God identify as the problem of a common language? Why is this problem?
4. What is God’s solution for this problem?
5. How could God’s scattering of people give rise to ethnic and cultural distinctives?
What explanation to do you have for the origin of your ethnic group?

Genesis 11:27-32

6. How is the move of Terah and then Abram out of Ur different from the movement of
people away from Babel? Did Terah complete his mission? Why or why not?

Genesis 12:1-4

7. What command did God give to Abram? What might have been difficult about this
directive? When did Abram receive this instruction (notice in verse one that it states:
“God had said to Abram…)? You can refer to Acts 7:2-4). Why do you thin he waited
until after his father died to fulfill it?
8. What are the 7 aspects of the “covenant” God makes with Abram? What aspects of
the covenant are going to benefit Abram? What aspects will benefit others?
9. Why did God choose to make a covenant with Abram? What were the conditions to
receive the promises of the covenant? Why do you think God required Abram to move?
10. What is the evidence of Abram’s faith in God?
11. What is the significance of the contrast between “so that we may make a
name for ourselves” (11:4) and “I will make your name great”? (12:2)
12. How could leaving your country, your people, and your family, help you
to develop faith in God?
13. What questions do you have?



The Greatest Story Ever Told –– part 5
Abraham – the man of Faith

Genesis 15, 16:1-4; 17:1-8, 15-16; 21:1-6; 22:1-18

1. In Genesis 15, what message does God have for Abram?
2. What question does Abram have for God? How does Abram’s question relate to
God’s statement?
3. Do you think God by himself is a reward for those who seek him? If God did not
give you anything other than Himself would it be worth while to follow God?
4. What promises does God make to Abram in Genesis 15? How is this promise
expanded in Genesis 17:5-8? How is it restated in Genesis 22:17-18? How does this
relate to the original promise of God in Genesis 12:1-3?
5. What does it mean in Genesis 15:6 that God “credited it to him as righteousness?”
How does that apply to people today? Abraham relieved God’s promise for offspring?
What promise are we to believe today? How does that lead to a credit of righteousness?
6. In Genesis 15:8 Abram wants assurance of God’s promise. What does God do to
assure him?
7. Why do you think God waited 25 years after first giving Abraham a promise of a son
to fulfill it?
8. Why did God change Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah?
9. What did God first say to Abraham in Genesis 22?
10. How does Abraham’s response show his attitude toward God?
11. What test did God give Abraham?
12. How did Abraham respond?
13. How did Abraham’s interaction with Isaac show his faith in God’s
promise?
14. How does Isaac show faith in his father, in God and His promise?
15. When God speaks through an angel in heaven he speaks personally to
Abraham by calling his name two times? Why two times?
16. How did Abraham respond? How is this similar or different from his
first response to God?
17. What was Abraham thinking when he decided to go ahead and obey God
and sacrifice his son Isaac? (See Hebrews 11:17-19)
18. Why did God test Abraham?
19. What lessons about faith can you learn from this story?
20. What can you learn about God from Abraham’s life?
21. How can a person today experience the same God who provides as
Abraham did?



The Greatest Story Ever Told, part 6
The Passover

Exodus 1:8-17; 3:1-10; 11:1-7; 12:1-14, 29-36

1. Why did the Egyptians enslave the Jewish people? How could the Jewish people
have avoided slavery?
2. What method of population control did the Egyptian King order? Did it
succeed? Why or why not?
3. What was God’s first step to deliver His people out of slavery?
4. Why did God choose Moses to be a deliverer? How did Moses first respond
when God spoke to Him? How does this compare with Abraham’s response when
God spoke to Him?
5. Why did God choose such a terrible plague (the killing of the sons of
Egyptians)? How could the Egyptians have avoided this plague? Why didn’t they
avoid this plague?
6. What method did God reveal for the people of faith to avoid this terrible plague?
7. What kind of lamb was to be sacrificed (Exodus 12:5-7) Why do you think God
instructs them to put blood on the top and sides of the door?
8. God gives very specific instructions related to the Passover meal (Exodus
12:8-11). Why is He so specific?
9. God wanted the Jewish people to remember the Passover because it symbolized
several things. What are some of the things it pictured?
10. How is the Passover (the “greatest” event in the Old Testament)
related to the death of Jesus (the “greatest” event in the New Testament? See
Galatians 4:3-5, 5:1 and 1 Cor. 6:6-7
11. How did Moses demonstrate faith? See Hebrews 11:24-28
12. What can you learn about God from this story?
13. What can you learn about how God prepared the way for Jesus from
this story?
14. What can you learn about the importance of faith from this story?
15. What can you learn about the way to spiritual freedom from this
story?



The Greatest Story Ever Told
““The 10 Commandments””

Exodus 19-20

1. According to Exodus 19:4-5 God wanted to have a special relationship with the people he led
out of Israel. What is this special relationship? What condition did God have for the people to
receive his full blessing? What motivation should the people have had to follow God? Did God
love these people more than the people of other nations?

2. How would you characterize the experience of the people before they received the 10
commandments? What senses where involved?

3. Why do you think a cloud of smoke was present with God making Himself known
and speaking to Moses?

4. Why are the 10 commandments called the law of love?

5. How are the commandments to love God connected to the commandments to love
people?

6. Do you think people can keep the 10 commandments? Why or why not? If you
think people can keep them, why don’t they? If you think people can’t keep them are
they fair?

7. Which commandment do you think is most difficult to keep? Why?

8. Is there any commandment you disagree with? Why?

9. According to James 2:8-10 if you break one of the commandments you break all of
them? How is this possible?

10. How much of God’s law is necessary to keep to be found acceptable to
God? Why is this?

11. In what ways may the very first commandment be broken?

12. Read Matthew 5:21-22 and 5:27-28 and discuss the spiritual principles of
God’s law. What are the spiritual principles that apply to the other commandments?

13. How can the 10 commandments help you to know God?

14. What questions do you have?



The 10 commandments Test

TRUE of NOT TRUE of
My life my life

_______ _________ 1. I have always (every day)
given God first priority in my life. I value God above every person,
possession, and every goal

_______ _________ 2. I have never looked to an
object or other spiritual source for guidance, power, or protection.

_______ _________ 3. I have always
referred to God in a respectful way and have pictured Him properly to other
people by the way that I live.

_______ _________ 4. I have always taken time apart from my
work week to worship God and rest from my work. I have given God the
first portion of my life and have not tried to justify myself before God by
doing good deeds.

______ _________ 5. I have always cheerfully honored and
obeyed my parents without resentment or complaining either to them or to
myself.

______ _________ 6. I have never physically hurt
another person nor have I been angry with them. I have always forgiven
people who hurt me.

______ _________ 7. I have never had a sexual
relationship before marriage or with someone other than my wife/husband
after marriage. I have never had an impure sexual though or imagined in
my heart having a sexual relationship with someone.

______ ________ 8. I have never taken anything that doesn’t
belong to me. I have returned every item that I have borrowed from
someone. I have always shared freely my possessions with those in need
and practiced hospitality.



______ ________ 9. I have never lied, or exaggerated the truth,
or boasted about my accomplishments, or been deceitful, or spoken badly
about another person, or said hurtful words, or verbally attacked someone.

_______ _________ 10. I have never been jealous about what
belongs to another person or another person’s abilities, talents, or
accomplishments.

FINAL SCORE: _______ TRUE _______ FALSE



The Greatest Story Ever Told
“The Temple”

2 Samuel 7:1-16, 2 Chronicles 5:1-2, 13-14; 6:1-11, 14-21, 32-33

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-16

1. What motivated David to want to build a temple for God? Was
this a good motivation?
2. What was God’s response to David’s desire to build a temple?
3. Did God want a temple? Need a temple?
4. What did God say he would do for David? What irony is there in
what God would do for David?
5. How is David like Abraham? How is God’s promise to David
similar to what he gave to Abraham?
6. What is the longest ruling kingdom on earth? How can God
promise an eternal Kingdom to David? How is that possible?

Read 2 Chronicles 5:1-2, 13-14; 6:1-11, 14-21, 32-33

7. What promises did God fulfill to David? What promises are yet to
be fulfilled?
8. What does Solomon think about God dwelling in a temple?
9. What does Solomon want God to do?
10. Why does Solomon want God to answer the prayer of
internationals?
11. What can you learn about God from His interaction with
David and from Solomon’s prayer?

Read John 2:14-21

12. Why did Jesus want to clear the temple? How does this
relate to the purpose for the temple that you learned above? How was
the temple a picture of Jesus?

Read 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17, 19.

13. How can we be like a temple?
14. What questions do you have?


